medical, surgical, psychiatric, &c. The scope attempted in 360 pages, including organization and teaching, nmeans that much useful information is omitted. The book is well produced. The illustrations are fewer than might be expected, 42 in all: many of the subjects could be better illustrated.
The organization of a casualty department as described has a limited place in present-day medicine, except in developing countries and where no adequate general practitioner or, specialist service exists. J c SCOTr The word tumour is taken in its widest sense, for besides innocent and malignant growths, including extensions of intra-ocular malignancies, the book deals with retention cysts, inflammatory swellings and degenerative conditions. The opening chapter contains an excellent account of the anatomy of the ocular appendages by Lester T Jones, and the final chapter deals with treatment. Much of this last chapter contains first-class descriptions and pictures of surgical repairs following the removal of lid tumours.
The main bulk of the book deals with the tumours in pathological rather than anatomical sequence. Much of the presentation is in the form of case histories illustrated by black and white photographs and micrographs, but the quality of some of these is poor.
This book will prove invaluable to the clinician despite the fact that the arrangement under pathological headings will mean much searching in the various chapters when it comes to identifying a tumour. Some tables giving the differential diagnosis of a tumour presenting at a given anatomical site would help in this connexion. J H DOBREE Progress in Surgery-Volume III edited by M Allgower pp xii + 304 illustrated DM 70 Basel (Schweiz) & New York: S Karger 1963 This is Volume III of a series of texts which have been reviewing world surgery in recent years. It is different from its predecessors in that, in addition to a series of review articles, there is also a lengthy section devoted to university hospitals in such widely different countries as Sweden and Israel.
The main chapters are excellent symposia. The first on burn physiology and treatment comes from Blocker & Blocker of Galveston and in 20 pages gives a good account with a wide review of literature, the references being given in full. There is a most interesting account by Behrends of Erlangen, in German, of the treatment of ascites; he describes many of the old operations which have now rather fallen into disuse but which may have a place in those in whom portal vein surgery is not suitable. Drs Ravin and Fine provide another contribution on traumatic shock.
The language problem has now got rather out of hand in this scries: many of the main articles are written in the language of the country of origin and it has not been found possible to-tive more than a brief summary in the other languages at the end of the article. This therefore represents an excellent revision course in French and German for English readers.
The book is beautifully produced and would be a welcome addition to any surgical library.
SELWYN TAYLOR
An Atlas of Electrocardiography by Hugo Roesler MD FACP and Evan Fletcher MD MRCP pp vii+700 illustrated £7 7s Bristol: John Wright 1963 This book contains the scalar electrocardiograms of 400 patients. The tracings are well illustrated and fully described. In addition there is a clinical comment on each case and in 136 instances necropsy findings are reported. It is the correlation between the electrocardiographic and postmortem data which is the most valuable and interesting part of the book. The atlas is primarily for the physician who is interested in electrocardiography. It is neither an introduction to the subject,! although the first chapter contains a good section on the normal electrocardiograph, nor is the book designed for the specialist whose research interests are in the field of elcctrophysiology and vectorcardiographic analysis.
The authorsthemselves state that the 'division of the material into sections is somewhat arbitrary', which is very apparent. Some sections are devoted to a disease entity (myocardial infarction) and others to an electrocardiographic anomaly (intraventricular block) or an anatomical state (hypertrophy of the ventricles). The lack of uniformity in the presentation complicates the use of the atlas but this is largely overcome by a comprehensive index. Another criticism is that half the book is devoted to ischemic heart disease, which in spite of the importance of electrocardiography in this field is a little excessive. Other sections of great promise, such as that on 'metabolic tracings', could well have been expanded.
The authors, however, should be congratulated on this work, particularly on their interpretation and correlation of the electrophysiological changes and the necropsy findings. It will prove a valuable book for both physician and patholcgist. RICHARD EMANUEL 
